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-Watch for more information and dates for
Messy Church

Meet Rev. Jordan Cantwell, Our New
Moderator
(Extracted from an interview just prior to being
elected Moderator)

So What’s Coming Up?
-Every Wednesday from 1:00-3:00 pm Creative
Worship is held in the church hall. Bring your
own projects & crafts. For more into and to find
out about materials needed for this session,
contact Sharon Eaton at 613 838-3650
-Monday evenings from 7:00-8:00 pm, Yoga is
offered at $10. per session. For more
information contact the instructor, Susie Profitt.
exersusie@yahoo.ca
-Starting Sept. 6th St. Paul’s Sunday Service
goes back to a start time of 10:30 am.
-The UCW will meet on Monday Sept 28th, Oct.
26th and November 30th
-The Outreach Committee will be meeting midSeptember to plan upcoming activities
-Creative Worship – Paint a Garden Scarecrow
or Pumpkin event scheduled for Sept. 30 from
1:00-3:00 pm. Cost $5. For more info contact
Marg Eddy at 613 444-0176
-The UCW Christmas Dinner with Stittsville
United is scheduled for Monday Dec. 9th. All
ladies are invited to attend this event.

We need to muster all our courage because
we are being called to fundamental change—
not simply in our structures but also in how we
relate to one another in the church, in this
country, to the land, to all our relations. We
need to embrace this change, not so that we
survive institutionally but so that we truly
embody the gospel by which we are called and
named. Change is difficult. It is particularly
stressful for those in leadership; we need good
support in place for our leaders. Change also
means there will be loss, and loss is always
painful. We will need courage to walk through
the pain to reach the abundant life that waits
for us on the other side. We will also need
humility. Humility allows us to hear the wisdom
that comes from outside of ourselves. My
ministry with youth, Indigenous, LGBTQ, and
core neighbourhood folks has given me a deep
appreciation for the vision and insights of
people who have been pushed to the margins—
in both church and society—and shown me how
essential it is that their voices be given priority.
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They are able to see and name critical truths
that are invisible to those standing at the centre
of power and privilege. As we move through
this time of change, we must listen deeply to
the voices at the edges and welcome
perspectives that are different, even
discomforting.
We need to strengthen our global and
ecumenical relationships as well. We need one
another now more than ever before. Our
ecumenical and overseas partners have wisdom
and perspectives that will enhance our
understanding of the gospel and help us to
navigate faithfully through these waters of
change. We also have insights and experiences
from which they can benefit. As the Church
throughout the world faces new challenges and
opportunities, each of our churches will be
stronger if we remain open to learning from and
supporting one another.
How we make changes in our church is as
important as the changes we make. As we begin
to implement the decisions that the upcoming
General Council will approve, we will need to
make sure we keep asking ourselves key
questions:
• Where do we see the Holy Spirit?
• How does this action reflect God’s justice,
God’s economy, God’s grace?
• Does this direction embody the truth of Jesus
Christ as we understand it?
• How does this strengthen our relationships
with one another in the church, in this
country, to the land, to all our relations?
• Who is being left out/silenced? Who needs to
be heard/included?

Amidst the turmoil and insecurity that
inevitably accompany times of transition, we’re
reminded that some things do not change—at
our core, we are still about embodying God’s
love and hope and good news in a world that
needs them more than ever. This is something
we know how to do. As we move into an
uncharted future, we bring with us a rich
tradition, deep wisdom, and profound stories
that have the power to shape and reshape us.
We will go forward carrying with us the best of
what we have been and marrying it to the best
of what we will be. These are rich, exciting,
anxious, Spirit-filled times. With courage,
humility, and hope we will follow the Spirit
down old and new paths wherever it may lead.
…………………………………..

Creative Worship: - PAINT
AFTERNOON September 30, 2015 1PM to 3:30 PM
Paint a Garden Scarecrow or Pumpkin on a
fence board. See sample at coffee after
Worship. Cost: $5.00 for fence board.
See Sign-up sheet on Bulletin Board. For
information call Marg Eddy at 613 444-0176
………………………………………………
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Donald James Foster
June 8th, 1924 – August 23rd, 2015
Retired Richmond Dairy Farmer
Passed away peacefully August 23rd,
Passed away peacefully August 23rd, surrounded
surrounded by his family in his 92nd year.
by his family in his 92nd year. Predeceased by his
Predeceased by his beloved wife Kay (Kathleen
beloved wife Kay (Kathleen Blaney) 2007.
Blaney) 2007. Precious father of Joyce (Alan
Precious father of Joyce (Alan Martel) and Lloyd
Martel) and Lloyd (Debbie Fleming). Much
(Debbie Fleming). Much loved and devoted
loved and devoted Grandpa to Blake (Amy),
Grandpa to Blake (Amy), Myles (Emma) and
Myles (Emma) and Virginia Martel; Travis,
Virginia Martel; Travis, James, Josh (Katie Engel),
James, Josh (Katie Engel), and Chelsey Foster
and Chelsey Foster (Brian Poulter). Proud Great
(Brian Poulter). Proud Great Grandpa to Grace,
Grandpa to Grace, Raelyn, Easton and Emerson.
Raelyn, Easton and Emerson. Much loved older
Much loved older brother to Margaret (Cecil
brother to Margaret (Cecil Jones), Allan (Ruth)
Jones), Allan (Ruth) Foster, Walter (Donna) Foster
Foster, Walter (Donna) Foster and Betty (Keith
and Betty (Keith Lackey). Dear brother-in-law to
Lackey). Dear brother-in-law to Florence
Florence MacLean. A fun loving and cherished
MacLean. A fun loving and cherished uncle to
uncle to his nieces and nephews. Predeased by his
his nieces and nephews. Predeased by his
loving parents Clifford and Bessie (Cathcart) Foster
loving parents Clifford and Bessie (Cathcart)
and his siblings John (Jessie) and Lois (Howard
Foster and his siblings John (Jessie) and Lois
Blake). Special gratitude and heartfelt thanks for
(Howard Blake). Special gratitude and heartfelt
the kind and compassionate care Dad received
thanks for the kind and compassionate care Dad
over the past 6 years from everyone at Carleton
received over the past 6 years from everyone at
Lodge; especially the incredible staff on Nepean
Carleton Lodge; especially the incredible staff
Village. God Bless You. Funeral service was held
on Nepean Village. God Bless You. Funeral
at St. Paul’s United Church, Richmond on Friday
service was held at St. Paul’s United Church,
August 28th at 11 a.m. Interment St. Paul’s
Richmond on Friday August 28th at 11 a.m.
United Church Cemetery.
Interment St. Paul’s United Church Cemetery.
HIS CHORES ARE DONE
HIS CHORES ARE DONE.

A Letter from Jesus
Dear Precious Friend:
I am sending you this letter by way of my
Disciples. I just wanted to let you know how
much I love and care about you and how I
greatly desire to become a meaningful part of
your life.
This morning when you awoke, I was already
there with you in the beautiful sunshine that
filled your room. I was hoping that you would
say Good Morning to me; you didn't. So I
thought maybe it was just a little too early in
the day for you to notice me.
Again, I tried to get your attention when you
stepped out of your door. I kissed your face
with a soft, gentle breeze. I breathed upon you
my fragrant sweet breath, scented with flowers.
Then I sang you a love song through the birds in
the trees. You just walked right past me.
Later on in the day, I watched over you as you
were talking with some friends. Oh! How I
wished that you would talk to me also. I waited
and waited, but you just went along your way.
This afternoon I sent you a refreshing shower
and glistened to you from each raindrop. I
even shouted to you a time or two with thunder
trying to get your attention. Then I painted you
a lovely rainbow in the midst of my fluffy white
clouds. I just knew you would see me then, but
you were unaware of my presence. This
evening to close your day, I sent you a beautiful
sunset. After that I winked at you a thousand
times through my stars, hoping that you would
see me and wink back. You never did.
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Tonight, when you went to bed, I spilled
moonlight upon your face to let you know that I
was there with you. I was hoping you would
talk to me a little while before you went to
sleep. You never said a word. It hurt me
deeply; however, I continued to watch over you
all through the night thinking that maybe, just
maybe, you would say hello to me in the
morning.
Each and every day, I have revealed myself to
you in many strange and wondrous ways hoping
that you would accept me as your Shepherd.
For I am the only one that can supply you with
all your needs. My love for you is deeper than
the deepest ocean and bigger than the great
blue sky. I have so very much to give to you and
also share with you. Please let me hear from
you soon. I love you.
Your Loving Friend Forever,
Jesus
…………………………….

Family Day & Corn Roast

Day and Corn Roast on August 29th were
provided with an outstanding time.
There were lots of games for young and old.
Everything from “Guess the number of
kernels in the pot” to the “Corn Toss”,
“Body Art”, “Balloon Art”, “Corn Husking”
by teams of your making along with
“colouring and puppet making contests” for
the younger crowd. In addition contests
were open for Scarecrow making and
flower arrangement. All contents were
judged and awards announced and
provided to the proud and accomplished
winners.

The program provided by the Junkyard Band
engaged everyone in attendance young and old.
Their amusing antics, all accompanied by music,
made on recycled metal and plastic items, kept
everyone focused throughout their hour long
performance. Every kid in the crowd was
incorporated into their act as some point in the
show and all were invited to play their favourite
recycled instrument following the formal show.

With lots of help from a group of dedicated
volunteers, great family entertainment
provided by the Junkyard Band and musical
entertainment provided by Bruce Wilson,
those who attended the all afternoon family
St. Paul’s United Church, 3452 McBean St. Richmond, Ontario
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As usual the food at St. Paul’s made a great
ending for the afternoon. Fresh boiled and
buttered corn on the cob, accompanied Pogos
and BBQ hamburgers with all the fix ’ins, potato
salad, deserts galore and good old time
lemonade.

That’s the good news, ….the bad news is that
the event was a lot of work for the committee
organizers and was not well supported. As a
result, it is very possible the event will not be
repeated next year and that would be shame.
To all those volunteers who created an
outstanding event and afternoon a big THNAK
YOU. To those who attended, you know you
had a great time and appreciated all the work
done behind the scenes.
……………………………….

initiative will continue in the fall in the hope
that more families will attend.

THE QUILT LUNCHEON
On June 20, the Outreach Committee and the
UCW held their 8th annual “Quilt Luncheon” in
conjunction with the Country Quilter’s open
house.
Some 75 people were served
sandwiches, salad and dessert, raising almost
$700 for support of worthwhile outreach
activities at St. Paul’s.

ALZHEIMER’S COFFEE BREAK
The Outreach Committee will be planning and
hosting another “Alzheimer’s Coffee Break”
again this fall to raise awareness and funds for
Alzheimer’s disease and dementia. The monies
raised stay in the community to support
essential services like counselling, day programs
and respite care.

OUTREACH NEWS

FOOD BANK LUNCHEONS
This past June, the Outreach Committee
initiated monthly luncheons at St. Paul’s for
local Food Bank families. The delicious homemade meals are prepared and served up with
lots of good fellowship, conservation and
laugher to appreciative adults and children. This

Christian Development Activities
This has been an exciting year for our Sunday
School children. In the spring, we hosted the
Palm Sunday breakfast, profit - $275., our
annual garage sale, profit - $500., planting
Mother’s Day flowers for the ladies, the flowers
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were donated by Joyce Clench in memory of her
mother, and the Sunday School picnic held in
June. Everyone enjoyed a barbecue lunch in the
back yard, followed by games for the children
and a time of fellowship. Twenty-six children
attended Camp Awesome in July.
Our committee met over the summer and
discussed different options to meet the
changing needs of our busy families and the
declining enrolment in Sunday School. It was
decided we would hold a “Messy Church”
service once a month, on Sunday afternoon,
rather than our regular Sunday morning Sunday
School. “Grab Bags” were available for children
attending the morning service. With feedback
from the congregation, we are now offering our
regular Sunday morning program three Sundays
a month. Judy provides music on the fourth
Sunday.
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Attendance in our morning program continues
to grow, averaging 4 – 6 on a weekly basis. The
children are quite enthusiastic about the “Piece
by Piece” program. During Advent, we
discussed the symbols for Advent, Hope, Joy,
Peace and Love. Friendship and being a Good
Friend is the theme for this term. We will also
learn about the meaning of Lent, Easter and
Pentecost. I would like to thank Melanie
Cassidy, Bert Weiss, Mary Jo, Ginger Chapleau,
Jen Bujold and Catherine Court for kindly
volunteering their time to staff our Sunday
School and to Judy Wagdin for providing the
music program. Grab Bags are still available for
those children who prefer to remain upstairs
during the service.
A very special “Thank You” to Sandy Smith for
acting as Coordinator for the past few years.
Rev. Carla coordinates Messy Church and I have
been planning the regular program.
Our Nursery, for children 3 and under is being
staffed by several of our teens this year. A
special “Thank You” Sophia, Victoria, and
Stephanie…….
Our Christian Development committee,
consisting of Rev. Carla Van Delen, Judy
Wagdin, Mary Jo, Ginger Chapleau, Melanie
Cassidy and Dawn Barkley, will be meeting in
the spring to review the changes to our
programs and choose curriculum for next year.
We are still looking for a Sunday School
Coordinator.
Dates for upcoming events will be found in the
bulletin or on the sign outside. Please be
patient with us as we continue to work out the
bugs in our programs.
Dawn Barkley
……………………………….
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Don’t look at me with those big
eyes!
(Sept. 30th Sermon for the Blessing of the Animals)
‘Apprehend God in all things, for God is in all things.
Every single creature is full of God, and is a book
about God. Every creature is a word of God. If I
spent enough time with the tiniest creature even a
caterpillar-I would never have to prepare a sermon
so full of God is every creature’
(Meister Eckhart, a 13th century Christian mystic)

One of the earliest memories that I have is
that of a dream I had about a chimp peeing
on my head.
You see, as far back as I can remember
there was a poster on the back of my
bedroom door. It was a chimp, sitting on a
toilet, with his hand up ready to flush the
toilet chain.
In my dream the chimp jumped down from
the poster, sat on my head, I looked up, he
looked down, and let it go. From the time I
was a child, stories about animals were all
around me.
By the time I was old enough to remember
my Mom had become allergic to most
animals. However around the time of my
birth they had a German shepherd that
used to guard my stroller in the driveway so

well that even the neighbour couldn’t
notice her away to get a dog biscuit. Even
when my mother came back and told Kelly
that she could get the cookie, Kelly still
wasn’t so sure if she should leave my side.
Growing up I had the type of pets that a
family has if someone is allergic. Tropical
fish, a hamster and eventually a budgie that
would always get overly amorous with the
mirror in his cage, right when guests came
over for supper. (To this day the sound of a
dinner bell has a whole different meaning
for me.)
When I got older and Bert and I moved into
our first apartment I was overly excited to
finally get a pet. His Beagle named Princess
had puppies and of course we chose the
most boisterous and roly poly puppy of the
litter. He was so cute nipping at the hind
legs of the brothers and sisters. But that
cuteness was something entirely different
once we got him in a tiny 500 square foot
apartment on the second floor of a house in
Kingston. We named him Hobbes for the
comic strip Calvin and Hobbes and he got
into as much trouble as his comic twin.

I had fallen in love with the idea of owning a
dog, but little did I realize that I didn’t own him,
instead I was his caretaker, his nurse, his
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babysitter ahh... dog sitter, his maid, his trainer
and his behaviour specialist. One of the
toughest things I ever did in my early 20’s was
keeping him alive and not killing him myself.
Hobbes taught me so much of what goes on
behind the eyes of any animal. They are
intelligent, have a mind of their own, and yet
depend so completely and utterly upon us. In
fact when it comes to domesticated animals,
they are to a large extent the way they are
because of how we have bred them to look and
to behave.
Their big wet eyes are what makes us go weak
at the knees, what makes us let them jump on
the bed or on the couch and just say, ‘Aw, isn’t
that cute!” In a way, animals like dogs have
evolved right along with us. Keeping us
company by the fire, scaring off predators in the
night and keeping us warm.
The saying “a two dog night” meant that it was
cold enough that you needed two dogs to keep
warm at night. Small dog breeds acted like hot
water bottles keeping people warm by sitting in
their laps.
They also teach us something about
unconditional love. When I first adopted my
pug Jester, her name was going to be Empress,
which it was for about two hours until I realized
how much she made me laugh and so a name
change was in order. Animals show a pure,
unconditional and faithful love that must be
close to the love that God has for us.
A while back I watched a YouTube that really
touched me. In the video was of a little monkey
attaching itself to a family’s grandmother that
had been away for some time. It wrapped its
arms around the grandmother’s neck, placed its
check to hers and cried. He was so happy to see
her again that we wouldn’t let her go.

As we heard from the wise words of Genesis,
we have a responsibility to care for the animals
that live and work with us. Animals evolved on
this planet before we ever did and will probably
be around long after we are gone if we don’t kill
most of them off before we leave.
They have their own ways of communicating, of
showing love and hurt, jealousy and happiness.
When we listen and observe they have a way of
letting us know what they want. In the readings
we heard that God made the creatures of the
land and sea and field from the same dust that
he made us.
Surely the early writers of the Bible hit on a
truth that we are not so different from the wild
animals of field and forest. But sadly, people
still abuse and neglect those that depend on us.
Every few months there is a story about some
type of animal cruelty. Most recently there was
a story of a horse that had not been out of the
barn in 15 years and had untrimmed 3 foot long
curled hooves. But there are also good stories
of people that realize the gifts of love and joy
that our companions share with us.
People like St Martin de Porres who set up the
first animal shelter as a result of seeing strays
on the street, and remembering what it was like
for him when he lived on the street.
John Wesley the father of Methodism who
cared deeply for animals and even leaned
toward the progressive idea at the time, that
animals have souls. He was also a vegetarian.
The clergyman, Rev Arthur Broome, who, with
help from others, including the evangelical
William Wilberforce, formed the RSPCA, the
leading UK animal welfare charity
Anna Sewell, a Quaker, who wrote the book
Black Beauty in order to expose the cruel
conditions of the working horses in London. The
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success of her book heralded more humane
equipment for horses.
There are also people like you and me. People
that take in strays, people that foster dogs or
horses or donkeys back to health so they can be
adopted into their forever home.
Not everyone is a dog or a cat person, but
maybe if we experienced the love and
faithfulness of an animal for a time we would
realize that God’s hand is indeed involved in this
creation. And once having experienced that
love we are changed forever, slobber and hair
notwithstanding.
May we see a sermon in each creature and
appreciate the beauty that we find there.
May it be so.

……………………………………………..

Don’t forget to stop by any Sunday and pick up
your grocery, gas and gift cards from St. Paul’s.
Every dollar you purchase in cards, benefits the
St. Paul’s congregation and the surrounding
community of Richmond.
………………………….

Down Memory Lane………….Part II
(Part I of this article was published in the
June issue of the Epistle.)
I’m sure a number of you will recall the
piece prepared by Lillian Rea and Olive
Brown on the occasion of the 156th
Anniversary of St. Paul’s United in 1983,
but for us new comers, I thought, given all
the discussion and proposed changes being
brought forward to the United Church
General Council 42 being held in
Newfoundland this coming August, it
would be interesting and fun to present
excerpts from their material, both to show
the changes that have occurred and all
those things that have stayed much the
same over the first 187 years of the church
in Richmond.
This will be a multi-part article, since to
edit their good work and only provide
excerpts, would destroy the story they told,
some 32 years ago. So their 1983 story
continues………….
…..At Anniversary services, special music
was provided often with help from
Stittsville church choir. A quartet, from
Stittsville, that sometimes came to sing,
included Sam Argue, Harold Argue, Orville
James and Delmer James. On Anniversary
Sunday, there were two (and sometimes
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three) services when a visiting minister
would be in charge. A “chicken” supper in
connection with the Anniversary was held
on a night in the week following the church
service. All church families contributed
food for this supper which was held in the
basement of the old Town Hall. A program
of local talent was put on after the meal, in
the upper part of the hall. At that time the
Town Hall was located on Perth Street, just
back of the corner garage and across from
the fairgrounds. It was a high building with
many steps leading up to the front door. As
previously mentioned, the upper part is
now used as the dining hall on the
fairgrounds.
A lawn social was held each summer on
the church lawn, for which all families in the
congregation supplied food. A program of
local talent was put on after the meal was
finished, on an outdoor platform. This was
great place for people in the community to
get together and socialize.
Fair meals were then, as they still are,
one of the church’s biggest fund-raising
projects – coming every third year. The
Presbyterian and Anglican churches in the
village participated in turn in serving meals
at the fair time. Men, Women and young
people all worked together for successful
results. Much food was required, but most
families in the congregation responded
generously, to requests shown on food lists
sent out. Meals were prepared and served
in the old dining hall on the fairgrounds,

which was located where the old curling
rink now stands. It was a very old building
and lacked many of the facilities that exist
today in the dining hall now used.
For many years the Women’s
Missionary Society (W.M.S.) was the only
women’s group in the church. Some names
that are remembered as members of that
group are – Mr. George Gamble, Mrs. John
Ferrier, Mrs. Ellis McLaren, Mrs. Robert
Brown, Mrs. Lindsay Arbuckle, Mrs. William
J. Foster, Mrs. Sam Foster, Mrs. William
Lytle, Mrs. James Dilworth, Mrs. Earl Nixon,
Misses Emma, Lila and Hattie Nesbitt and
the wives of the different ministers.
Meetings were held monthly in the homes
of members and proceeds from the group
went to Missions. In recent years, there has
been no W.M.S. group in St. Paul’s.
Mrs. F. Kemp was leader of the
“Merry Helpers” Mission Band in the
1930’s. Young children from the
congregation formed this group. Meetings
were usually held in Mrs. Kemp’s home, and
money contributions went to Missions. A
Mission Band Rally was held each year at
churches in the area that had Mission Bands
– Manotick, Kars, Osgoode, and North
Gower. At a Rally held in Richmond church
when Helen Rea was 5 or 6 years old, she
gave the address of welcome to the visitors.
There has not been a Mission Band in
Richmond for many years.
Ellis McLaren was church treasurer in the
early years of union until Dr. Kemp took
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over. Mr. McLaren assisted Dr. Kemp for a
few months afterwards but Dr. Kemp
continued as treasurer for many years until
he moved to Ottawa in 1966. Mrs. L. Ezard
followed and was treasurer till she moved
to Ottawa a few years later. John Eadie
took her place and continued until his death
in 1979. Since then, Ernest Mabley has
been treasurer.
During Rev. Shaver’s time in
Richmond, Mrs. Shaver and daughter Hilda
organized a C.G.I.T. group which made for
interesting meetings for the young girls in
the congregation. Mrs. Helene Beeks will
remember those days when she and her
sisters Iva and Shirley had an active role in
the group. Other members included the
Foster girls (Marjorie and Lillian), the
Arbuckle girls (Dorothy, Helena, Fern, Mary,
Edna and Frances), the Nixon girls (Helen,
Amy and Ruth) the McLaren girls (Doris and
Helen), Margaret Lytle, Isabelle Rea and
others. Meetings were usually held in the
homes but the manse was always open to
the girls. At Christmas time a special C.G.I.
T. candlelight service was held in the
church. A Young People’s Society (Y.P.S.)
was another group that was active in those
years.
Rev. Wooten came in the early years
of World War II. During his term here, he
went into the armed forces to serve as
Chaplain. His father, a retired minister,
took his place in the pulpit as well as
performing other ministerial duties.

Rev. Conrad was also minister
during some of the war years. His son was
in the Air Force at the time. It was in Rev.
Conrad’s time that the Women’s
Association was formed. Mrs. Conrad and
Mrs. Kemp decided a women’s group
should be organized, so on November 14,
1941 a meeting was held at the manse for
that purpose. Mrs. Harold Argue, who had
moved to Richmond from Stittsville, where
she had been a W.A. member, was helpful
in passing on her experience in the work of
the W.A. About 15 ladies were present at
that meeting when Mrs. Leonard Brown
was elected President, Mrs. Ford Bell, VicePresident, Mrs. Hillie Brown, Treasurer and
Mrs. Sam Rea, Secretary. Membership fees
were 25 cents. Meetings were to be held
monthly at the homes of members, with
two hostesses for each meeting – no
meetings to be held in July and August. At
the January meeting each year, a program
was prepared, showing where meetings
would be held and who the hostesses
would be for each month in that year. By
the end of 1942, there were 24 members
on the roll. Toda, only six on that list are
alive – Mrs. Ellis McLaren, Kingston; Mrs.
Harold Argue and Mrs. Thomas Todd,
Ottawa; Mrs. Ford Bell, Mrs. Hillie Brown
and Mrs. Sam, Rea, Richmond. Mrs. Bell
later changed over to the Presbyterian
Church.
Meetings were opened with
devotions – a Bible reading, prayer and a
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hymn. Singing at times was a bit “off key”
especially if there was no organ or piano for
guidance – but it was a brave effort. The
business part of the meeting followed, after
which there would be a contest, a reading
or musical selection. Lunch was then
served by the hostesses. A couple of
memories in connection with those early
W.A. meetings are recalled –
Back in the early 1940’s before
Richmond started to grow, many of the
streets, where there were no houses,
received very little attention. In a rainy
season, they could be treacherous for
travelling, especially with a car. Heavy rain
had come previous to the night of a
meeting to be held at the home of a
member who lived on the outskirts of the
village. One W.A. member from the village
started out with her car, filled with ladies
including the minister’s wife.
On the way, the driver made a
wrong turn and went off the beaten-track,
on to one of those back streets. The car
sank in the mud and refused to move.
Fortunately, it wasn’t too far to walk to the
meeting place, however during the walk,
the minister’s wife lost a shoe in the mud
and had to travel on without it. Some
available men went to rescue the car – and
also found the shoe.
On another occasion, when the
meeting was held on a stormy January
night, at a home in the village, a faithful
member, who lived over a mile from the

village, walked to the meeting. She was
clad in her husband’s fur coat and cap.
When she appeared at the door, she was
covered with snow, looking just like a
snowman, and wasn’t recognized until she
spoke. At the conclusion of the meeting,
the man of the house drove her home with
a horse and cutter.
In those early W.A. years, the group
worked in many ways to make money. A
Birthday box for the year 1942 held $9.53.
Auctions were held at some meetings (with
Mrs. Hillie Brown as the Auctioneer), bake
sales, teas and bazaars, strawberry socials,
a booth at the Richmond Fairs and catering
to banquets, were all money –making
ventures. Some of the large bake sales
were held at Carlingwood in those early
years. In time, there was enough money
ahead to but a few extra items of furniture
for the manse, as well as to make needed
repairs and improvement. Finally, there
was enough in the bank account to finishoff half the basement as a church parlour
where meetings, teas, etc. could be held. It
had a cupboard at one end with space for
dishes to be stored, and counter space for
kitchen use. A small Quebec heater
provided heat when necessary. With
drapes on windows, floor covering and an
imitation fireplace, it seemed a worthwhile
undertaking. Chairs were purchased but
tables were borrowed for teas and other
meals served. Previous to this, the
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basement had been used only for the
furnace, fuel and storage of equipment.
When finished, all W.A. meetings
were held in the parlour. Teas were held
and catering was done for small groups. It
was the place for social evenings when
young people in the congregation got
married and the W.A. presented the
newlyweds with a gift.
In the war years, the W.A.
remembered the boys from the
congregation at Christmas time by sending
cigarettes to those who were overseas.
Also at Christmas time, the W.A. bought
candy and filled bags for the Sunday School,
to be handed out at the concert.
Rev. T Bird came in 1944. A Young
People’s group was organized in which Mrs.
Bird was active and interested. Meetings
were held in the homes, until the church
parlour was ready to use. A winter sleigh
ride, followed by a bean supper in the
church basement, was on their winter
program.
Rev. E. Bugden came after Rev. Bird.
The Young People’s group was active during
his term as minister. Mrs. Bugden was an
interested and willing worker in the church
groups. They had a family of three young
children – a change from the previous years
when, for a long time, young children had
not been occupants of the manse.
Dr. Carson, who had been Chaplain
in the war years, filled in for a few months
after Rev. Bugden left, and before Rev. W.

LeGrow came to take over the charge. Rev.
LeGrow and the ministers who came later
are familiar to most members of the
present congregation. In the 13 years that
Rev. LeGrow served as minister, renovation
and additions were made to the little
church of past years, to give us the place of
worship we have today. Many will still
remember the little church as it used to be.
Membership in the W.A. increased
as years went by. In the early 1960’s the
Woman’s Association become known as the
United Church Women (U.C.W.) . In 1965 a
number of charter members of the W.A.
received U.C.W. life membership pins and
certificates at presentations made in the
church parlour.
Changes have been many since
union in 1925. With the coming of Hydro to
the village in 1928, electric lighting replaced
the gas lamps previously used in the church,
and modern heating replaced the wood and
coal furnace. In 1955 an electric organ
replaced the old type that had served for
many years in the past. It was in 1955 that
Miss Nesbitt retired as organist. Her duties
were taken over by George Eadie on the
electric organ and George still serves as
organist. He and his choir are to be
commended for their contribution in music,
to our church services.
Some members who served the
church for long periods of time are
– Misses Lila and Hattie Nesbitt, as organist
and choir members for 30 years.
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-Clayton and Edgar Gamble, as choir
members for many years and by the
interest in the church in many other ways.
-Ellis McLaren, as Treasurer, Sunday School
Superintendent, elder and in other church
interests for many years.
-Hillie and Mrs. Brown, as caretakers for 38
years, as well as by their interest and work
in the church in various ways.
-Dr. F Kemp, as Treasurer for at least 30
years.
-George Eadie, as organist for 28 years is
still serving in that way.
-Mrs. Leonora Thompson, who was active
and knowledgeable in church affairs for a
long time.
Many others are worthy of mention
for services rendered in different ways
throughout the years – but too numerous
to list.
It may be of interest to look back to
The Financial Statement for the RichmondStittsville Pastoral Charge for the year
ending December 31, 1930 – “The Sixth
Annual Financial Statement of the United
Church of Canada”.
A few specific items taken from the report
are shown as follows;
-Rev. David Smith was the Pastor .
-Elders for Richmond: R.E. Brown,
W.J. Foster, J.M. Ferrier, E.S. McLaren,
George Brown

-Stewards for Richmond; Frank Arbuckle,
Howard Foster, Dr. F Kemp, Wm. Lytle, E.S.
McLaren, Charles Arbuckle, Thomas
Bennett.
-W.M.S. President: Mrs. George Gamble.
-Richmond Trustees Board: George
Gamble, R.E. Brown, E.S. McLaren
-Number of Families (Richmond and
Stittsville): -115
-Membership (Richmond and Stittsville):
-264
-Baptisms (Richmond & Stittsville): - 8
-Marriages (Richmond & Stittsville);- 2
-Minister’s Salary –Richmond
$850.
-Stittsville
$950.
–Total Annual Salary
$1,800.
-Highest Contribution (Richmond):$ 57.
-Highest Contribution (Stittsville): $ 65.
-Balance On Hand (Richmond):
$ 2.
-Balance On Hand (Stittsville):
$ 16.25
How times have change since the 1930’s.
Much of this information would not have
been available without the assistance of
Mrs. Hillie Brown. So, this part history of
St. Paul’s United Church has been
composed and written through the
combined efforts of two it its oldest
members in today’s congregation.
October 1983
Lillian Rea and Olive Brown
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Editor’s Comments on Article:
Over the 187 years the church has served
Richmond and area, it seems little has really
changed. Dedicated ministry staff, music
leadership, volunteers for committee
leadership and projects of all kinds, the
UCW members, the choir members, the
community outreach team, the pastoral
care team, Sunday School Superintendents
and teachers, property, cemetery and
manse committee volunteers, trustees and
session members as well a finance,
stewardship and admin support volunteers
all make the church what it is today, as it
did in years gone by. The church is its
people and so the story of St. Paul’s will
continue long into the future.
…
St. Paul’s current Mission Statement
could have been written and faithfully
followed by its congregation, at any point
in its 187 year history. It is what we are all
about……….
“To proclaim our belief in Jesus Christ as
Lord and recognize our responsibilities to
live according to His example. We realize
our mission trough worship, Bible study,
Sunday school and our commitment to a
strong and sensitive outreach program
ministering to both the local community
and worldwide needs, including all of
God’s people. We encourage the
welcoming and joyful community of faith.”
……………………………….

The Buzzard the Bat & the Bumblebee
The Buzzard
If you put a buzzard in a pen that is 6 feet
by 8 feet and is entirely open at the top, the
bird, in spite of its ability to fly, will be an
absolute prisoner. The reason is that a
buzzard always begins a flight from the
ground with a run of 10 to 12 feet. Without
space to run, as is its habit, it will not even
attempt to fly, But will remain a prisoner for
life in a small jail with no top.
The Bat
The ordinary bat that flies around at night, a
remarkable nimble creature in the air,
cannot take off from a level place. If it is
placed on the floor or flat ground, all it can
do is shuffle about helplessly and, no doubt,
painfully, until it reaches some slight
elevation from which it can throw itself into
the air. Then, at once, it takes off like a
flash.
The Bumblebee
A bumblebee, if dropped into an open
tumbler, will be there until it dies, unless it
is taken out. It never sees the means of
escape at the top, but persists in trying to
find some way out through the sides near
the bottom. It will seek a way where none
exists, until it completely destroys itself.
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People
In many ways, we are like the buzzard, the
bat, and the bumblebee.
We struggle about with all our problems
and frustrations, never realizing that all we
have to do is look up.
That’s the answer, the escape route and the
solution to any problem…..
Just look up!
Sorrow looks back,
Worry looks around,
But faith looks up!
Live simply.
Love generously.
Care deeply.
Speak kindly, and
Trust in our Creator, who loves us.
……………………………………….

maintenance Fund to help cover these
expenses. IE annual maintenance costs
are $1,000. If there is any way you can
help with this endeavor, please consider it.
Also, if you can think of some particular
fund raising effort we can do to help with
these expenses, please pass it on to us.
Thanks!
Isabel Thompson
Property Committee
………………………………………….

Stay In Touch with St. Paul`s
To provide input to the Epistle:
Bryan Giffin bgiffin@bell.net
Join Our Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/StPauls-United-ChurchRichmond/301290710010916
Check out our Web Page:
http://stpaulsunitedrichmond.com/

Ongoing Elevator Maintenance
Investment Needed
Can You HELP?
St. Paul's has ongoing expenses with the
elevator whether it is for annual
maintenance or unexpected repairs. We
would like to set up an Elevator

E-Mail the Church:
stpaulsunited@gmail.com
E-Mail Rev. Carla Van Delen / Call 613 8385397
cmvandelen@yahoo.ca
Ask to be added to the Weekly E-news:
Leslie Abraham leslie@smartsurf.ca
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